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WELCOME TO SWINTON ACADEMY POST 16

How to Apply

About us
We are a friendly, welcoming and supportive community of learners. Our aim, in
keeping with Swinton’s mission statement, is that every student is enabled to “strive for
excellence” and achieve their full potential. As such, we provide a broad and varied
curriculum which caters for a wide range of learning needs. We offer thirteen traditional
A Level courses as well as a broad selection of opportunities for students to follow
vocational Level 3 courses, including pathways linked to Health and Social Care, Sport,
Applied Science and Business Studies.
Our Post 16 students benefit from the resources and teaching expertise of the wider
academy, while enjoying their own Post 16 base located separately from the main
academy buildings. This combination of familiarity and new challenges provides our
students with a caring, yet dynamic learning environment. The most successful
students are those who involve themselves fully in a wide range of Post 16 enrichment
opportunities. Our students are encouraged to act as positive role models to younger
students through their work as peer mentors or as our elected senior students. Students
have the opportunity to arrange a number of charity fundraising events throughout the
year. They take part in field trips, visit theatres and universities and undertake work
shadowing experiences.
We will not expect you to achieve all of this alone. If you decide to study with us you
will receive high quality care, guidance and support in order to ensure that you fulfil
your potential, enjoy your time with us and are suitably prepared for your next step.
You will be allocated a tutor who will support you with any problems or concerns you
may have and who will review your progress with you on a regular basis and help with
university and destinations Post 18.
Our aim is to provide you with the pathway, high quality teaching, extra-curricular
experiences and support you will need in order to achieve your ambitions. Following
your application to Swinton Academy Post 16, you will be invited to an interview, during
which we will discuss your aspirations and interests with you and support you in
choosing the right combination of Post 16 courses.
We look forward to taking the next step
of your education with you.
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Application Process

If you wish to apply for a place at Swinton Post 16, please follow
the link in the ‘Apply’ section of the Post 16 section of the
academy website to complete our online application form.
Applications should be submitted by Friday 17th December 2021.
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Meeting

All students submitting an expression of interest will be invited to
attend a meeting with the Post 16 team to discuss your chosen
pathway with experienced staff. The purpose of this is to ensure
that you have chosen subjects which are suitable for you and your
future aspirations.
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Offer

Following your meeting you will receive an offer of a place to follow
your selected pathway, subject to meeting the entry requirements
for your chosen courses.
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Enrolment

After you have received your examination results you will be
invited to attend an enrolment meeting where you can discuss
your pathway and confirm or make adjustments to your choice of
courses.

Rebecca Hibberd, Principal
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Student Responsibilities
As a Swinton Post 16 student, we expect you to work hard and show
commitment to your studies and to Post 16 life in general.
We expect you to:

Attend all lessons punctually

Meet all deadlines on time

Use non-contact periods effectively

Contribute to the wider school community

Information, advice and guidance
In return for your commitment and hard work, you can expect excellent teaching and
support.
Every student is allocated a tutor who will track and monitor your progress closely,
talk with you regularly to review your learning, set targets and provide you with
additional one to one support. Your tutor will discuss your formal assessment grades
with you which subject staff provide on a regular basis and help you to identify your
key areas for development. Your tutor will be your first port of call should you have
any difficulties or concerns and, in Year 13, will provide support with the completion
of your UCAS application.
The majority of our students progress on to Higher Education or an apprenticeship.
However, whichever path you choose, you will be offered advice and guidance to
help you plan for your future. You will be encouraged to explore all options and take
responsibility for your decisions. Our dedicated and experienced Post 16 team are
always on hand to provide academic and pastoral support and advice.
You will also have access to expert careers advice and guidance and will be fully
supported in securing your preferred pathway when you finish Post 16.

How Do I Choose What To Study?
You might already know which subjects to choose, but if you are unsure, have a look
at the tips below:


Be realistic and do your research. If you have a particular career in mind, find
out what courses are relevant and will provide you with the qualifications you
will need. If you are planning to continue on to Higher Education, at University
or another type of institution, check to see whether they specify any particular
subjects as entry requirements.



Select courses which match your interests, career aspirations and talents.
Students achieve the greatest success when they are studying courses which
they are passionate about and enjoy. Choose subjects in which you feel you
have the passion and ability to achieve the highest possible grades and which
will provide you with the best options for the future.



Think about how you work best – are you better at exams or providing a
portfolio for assessment? A Level courses are usually assessed by end of course
examinations. Extended Certificates and Diplomas provide alternative
methods of assessment as well as an examined element and will prepare you
with the skills you will need to pursue a particular career pathway.

We offer a full range of Level 3 courses, including both traditional academic routes
and vocational pathways. You can combine studying more traditional A Level
courses with an Extended Certificate or Diploma course. All courses are designed to
be studied for two years.
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Our Curriculum

Enrichment Opportunities

We offer the following courses*

As well as providing you with the qualifications that you will need to pursue your chosen
pathway, we also aim to provide you with opportunities to further develop yourself as a
learner and an individual and to acquire the skills and experience that will make your
application more attractive to potential university admissions tutors or employers.

A Level Qualifications
Art
Biology
Chemistry
English Language
English Literature
Film Studies
Geography

History
Mathematics
Philosophy
Physics
Sociology
Spanish

Vocational Qualifications
Applied Science (Extended Certificate and Diploma)
Health & Social Care (Extended Certificate and Diploma)
Sport & Physical Activity (Extended Certificate and Diploma)
Business Studies BTEC
*Courses will only run subject to numbers.

The curriculum is designed to allow you the best chance of studying the combination of
courses you select. However, please refer to the separate subject option blocks sheet to
ensure that your chosen combination can be accommodated.
All A Level subjects have five teaching hours allocated to them each week. BTEC and
Cambridge Technical Extended Certificate courses also have five teaching hours allocated,
with Diploma courses having double this time. This will mean that you have a number of
study periods available for independent learning activities. As an approximate guide, in Year
12 you should spend a minimum of four hours per week of independent study for each
subject.

Pathways Information
Throughout Year 12, a programme of activities
will take place, designed to prepare students
for applications to Higher Education,
employment and apprenticeships.
Expert Guests
Through our partnerships with local and
national universities, businesses and other
institution, we are able to invite guest speakers
in to the Academy to advise and inform our
students about specific aspects of careers or
Higher Education.
Visits
We provide opportunities for visits to
universities and an annual Higher Education
Exhibition. Many courses also offer curriculum
visits which enhance the learning experience.
Work Shadowing
We encourage all students to take part in work
shadowing, and our careers service and Post 16
team are able to assist in organising this.

Peer Mentoring
Many of our Post 16 students take part in peer
mentoring programmes, which help younger
students in our Academies.
Student Leadership Team
You can take a leading role in Post 16 life by
joining the Student Leadership Team. Or you
can take on an even greater role by nominating
yourself to be chosen as Head Boy or Head Girl.
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
We offer our students the opportunity to take
part in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, which
develops a wide range of skills and is highly
valued by universities and employers.
World Challenge
In 2023, a group of our students will be
travelling to Tanzania.
Charity Fundraising
Throughout the year, students organise various
events to raise money for good causes.

Ambassadors
You can volunteer to represent your Academy
at school events

For more information on any of these courses, please see the separate subject information
sheets, or speak to a member of staff from the relevant faculty area.
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